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For the period from 1st July 2015 to 30th June 2016, the trustees – who 
are also directors for the purposes of company law – are pleased to be 
able to present their report on the charity. 
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This year has seen a step-change for First Story. 
 
We received word that First Story won our biggest grant 
to date in September 2015.
 
The grant, for three years of funding from Arts Council 
England’s Strategic Fund for Creative Writing in Schools, 
had required us to plan in detail for a considerable 
increase in programme delivery across three years. So, in 
a short time First Story has been transformed. 
 
From the beginning, we were all incredibly excited about 
the opportunities the grant provided to change the lives of 
more young people, in more schools, across the UK. 
 
Specifically, the grant gave us the means to roll out our 
intensive, long-term, life-changing projects more widely 
in challenging secondary schools across the North and 
the South West. The initial funding allowed us to make 
the necessary changes to prepare for and support more 
writers-in-residence in low-income communities where 
the creativity, education and opportunity gaps desperately 
need narrowing. 

 
We also used the funding to commission research from 
CapeUK into the pedagogy of our work, and we hope 
that our findings will allow us to equip our writers, 
teachers and librarians with the very best tools to inspire 
confidence and to provide to young people with the skills 
to meet their aspirations. The project also allowed us to 
work alongside the other grantee, Paper Nations, to add 
to the growing research into the impact of creative writing 
in schools.
 
Finally, the grant helped us to embed some key 
partnerships that have allowed us to learn from and share 
good practice with other leading arts organisations, such 
as Arvon. 

Over the course of the grant, we will run 204 residencies, 
reaching 4,482 young people with our transformational 
programmes. But our biggest ever fundraising success has 
also presented us with our most critical challenge. While 
our delivery model is well established, our fundraising 
model is a work in progress. Pressure on school and 
partner budgets continues to increase and a tough 

The year in review
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support, and an extraordinary team at First Story, we are 
helping more young people unleash their creativity, find 
their voices and make changes to their lives that will endure. 

Ed Baden-Powell

Chair of Trustees

Mónica Parle

Executive Director

economic climate prevails. A stated goal of the grant is to 
make sure that our gains are sustainable, so we must now 
find other sources of funding to ensure that the essential 
work that we do in low-income communities outlives the 
grant. We must also make sure that the long-term work 
we have done continues in communities that are not 
served by the grant. 

We will continue to work hard to articulate the value 
of our interventions in schools: the boosted confidence, 
the increase in feelings of self-worth and the greater 
commitment to community that creative-writing projects 
like First Story’s elicit from some of the country’s most 
disadvantaged young people. And there’s a groundswell 
of support for this: on the 21st June 2017, with several 
partners and funding from Arts Council England and 
the Old Possum’s Practical Trust, we will launch the first 
ever National Writing Day – a celebration of writing and 
community and an opportunity to broadcast the value of 
encouraging young people to tell stories about who they 
are, and where they come from.
 
We are so grateful to our donors, trusts and foundations, 
partners, writers, teachers and students. With your 

5



First Story changes lives through writing.

We believe that writing can transform lives, and that there is dignity and power in 
every young person’s story.

First Story brings talented, professional writers into secondary schools serving low-
income communities to work with teachers and students to foster creativity and 
communication skills.

By helping students find their voices through intensive, fun programmes, First Story 
raises aspirations and gives students the skills and confidence to achieve them. 

First Story’s mission
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• Help teachers cement the transformative change we 
make by running Continuing Professional Development 
sessions to develop their creative-writing pedagogy. 

• Support and train talented, professional writers across 
the UK and engage the wider literary community. We 
raise the profile of creative writing through high-profile 
advocacy in arts, education, media and mainstream 
publishing sectors.

• Act as a critical link between schools in deprived areas 
and leading arts organisations, further education, higher 
education and the commercial sector across  
the country.

• Run life-changing writing residencies in secondary 
schools to transform young people’s confidence, 
creativity and communication skills. 

We provide consistent, long-term, direct programme delivery in secondary schools serving low-income communities. 
First Story schools receive quality-assured support for the whole community, transforming their creative-writing offer 
through intensive work with a professional writer for up to 21 students, events that raise the profile of creative writing 
in the school, and wider arts engagement;. 

What we do
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Our story

2007 
Very first pilot school at Cranford 
Community College with First Story  
co-founders William Fiennes and  
Katie Waldegrave.

2008 
Eight writers in eight 
schools across London.

2013
42 residencies in East Midlands, 
Lancashire, London, Oxford and 
West Yorkshire. 2014

50 residencies working directly with nearly 
1,000 young people. A partnership with 
Cheltenham Festivals adds Gloucestershire 
as a new region.

2016 and beyond
70 residencies, innovation with programme models 
and an Arts Council England grant to extend the 
programme to 1,500 more young people.
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First Story’s year in numbers

49 residencies and 954 students  
participating in weekly writing groups 

 

51 anthologies of new writing by young people

609 students attended the Young Writers’ Festival and 
48 students awarded fellowships to attend the First Story 

summer residential course with Arvon

 
3,000 students from 98 schools participated  

in our National Writing Competition
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First Story’s year in numbers

74 teachers and librarians supporting  
First Story groups each week and  

669 teachers trained in dedicated Continuing Professional 
Development sessions 

1,313 books donated to First Story through our 
collaboration with Give a Book

11



Widening and deepening our impact

Arts Council England grant – First Story was awarded 
a ‘Creative Writing in Schools’ Strategic Fund grant of 
£600,000 in October 2015. Between 2015 and 2018, this 
funding will allow us to expand to run 70 new residencies, 
reaching 1,500 young people directly in weekly 
workshops. We will also reach over 10,000 young people 
through our additional activities, including launching a 
National Writing Day to achieve a truly national presence.

New programme models – We rolled out term-long and 
intensive week-long programmes in a number of London 
schools. This innovation in our traditional model means 
that we meet the needs of individual schools with more 
bespoke programmes.

Residential with Arvon –  We awarded 48 student 
fellowships to attend intensive Arvon residential writing 
courses to inspire and hone the skills of First Story’s 
most committed students. Our partnership with Arvon, 
launched this year, allows young people to experience 
programmes of professional quality that have a life-long 
impact on their personal and writing development. 

Primary school – We piloted our first ever primary-
school First Story model in Berkeley Primary School, one 
of the affiliate schools of Cranford Community College, 
where First Story began.

Key achievements 
Student achievements

National Writing Competition – We had another hugely 
successful year, reaching extensive numbers of young 
people across the country. We received over 3,000 entries 
from 98 state secondary schools across the UK, and winner 
Maria Clark read her piece to a public audience as part of 
UCL’s Festival of Culture, alongside a panel of acclaimed 
writers: Andrew O’Hagan, Helen Mort and Malika Booker.

Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award – Three First Story 
alumni were among the 85 highly commended poets in this 
prestigious international award. Gianni Fortes from King 
Solomon Academy and Aisha Borja and Jasmine Burgess 
from Oxford Spires Academy were selected from a total of 
12,288 entries across 69 countries.

Young Muslim Writers’ Award – First Story student 
Safeerah Mughal, from Feversham College in Bradford, 
won the Key Stage Four short story and poetry categories 
of the Young Muslim Writers’ Award, and had her poem 
selected for publication. Safeerah was invited to speak at 
the TEDxTEEN conference in London about her belief in 
the power of writing and experience of First Story. 
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Teacher and writer engagement 

Continuing Professional Development opportunities – 
This year we trained 669 teachers through CPD sessions 
across the country, and worked with partners including 
the Princes’ Teaching Institute and Teach First’s Summer 
Institute to reach additional teachers and to inspire their 
creative teaching practices. First Story also ran its annual 
Skills Sharing Day to train over 40 writers-in-residence and 
to share best practices.

NAWE conference – First Story presented alongside Arvon 
and New Writing North at the National Association of 
Writers in Education conference in November 2015, sharing 
best practice about teachers’ pedagogy in creative writing. 

Advocacy

London Book Fair Charity of the Year – LBF’s invaluable 
endorsement of First Story’s programmes expanded our 
network within the publishing industry, allowing us to harness 
that network both in supporting our activities in schools 
(through hands-on support with publishing anthologies, 
work experience) as well as giving us a stronger platform to 
advocate for the inclusion of more diverse voices in the sector.

Events – We hosted a number of high-profile events to 
raise the profile of creative writing, with authors including 
Sebastian Faulks and Kate Mosse. Mark Carney, Governor 
of the Bank of England and Zanny Minton-Beddoes, editor 
of The Economist, gave speeches at a First Story event 
at the Bank of England, making the case for writing as an 
essential skill in all walks of life. We were delighted again 
to be an official charity partner of the Letters Live series 
of literature events.

Press – First Story featured in national and regional press 
throughout the year, with journalists using our work as 
an example of good practice for encouraging creativity in 
schools and showcasing the work of First Story students. 
Pieces appeared in publications including The Observer, 
the Royal Society of Literature Review, the Bookseller, 
Nottingham Post, Telegraph and Argus and the Yorkshire 
Post. Previous writer-in-residence Kate Clanchy wrote an 
extensive opinion piece in The Guardian about the impact 
of creative writing on young people. 
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‘The best part about First Story is that no one tells 
you what to write or how to write; they show you 
exactly why you love writing. And it’s not someone 
standing in front of you telling you why you love 
writing, it’s you realising that, on your own ... I thank 
First Story, for acknowledging we have a voice, and 
for allowing us to use that voice.’

Shakira Irfan

Student at Wembley High Technology College, 

London

‘First Story is such a superb charity; I honestly 
cannot sing its praises loud enough. I have made 
friends, met authors and poets I admire and have 
genuinely increased in self-confidence…I have been 
forced to work in themes I am not particularly well 
practised in, which will only help my future plans to 
become a journalist.’

Sophie Crabtree

Student at Appleton Academy, West Yorkshire

‘When you have so many great ideas they are your 
power supply for the whole day and night and it’s 
a truly mountain-top sensation. For a club to offer 
that feeling, free of charge, every week is something 
wonderful that you don’t get anywhere else … 
Nobody else has the same ideas as you so it’s your 
responsibility to express them before they fall away.’ 
Nathanael Idundun

Student at Pimlico Academy, London

‘To see the students speak with eloquence, 
understanding and passion about a subject they cared 
not even a little for 16 weeks ago is simply magic.’ 
Steve Cawte

Writer-in-residence at Lincoln Castle Academy, 

East Midlands

In their 
own words
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‘As a Pupil Referral Unit, perceptions of our 
students tend to be negative both by the 
students and the outside world. First Story has 
made the school, students and staff proud and 
shown the students that they can be successful 
and achieve above and beyond expectations.’
Bridgette Lovatt

Teacher at Abbey Manor College, London

 
‘The impact of this programme is phenomenal 
and integral to our school, to the students and 
our staff. It helps foster creativity, inspiration 
and literacy. It provides an academic outlet 
away from the school classroom and a safe 
space for the expression of our children. It is 
our duty to keep this programme running.’
Amy Fitzgerald-Johnson

Teacher at Barnwood Park Arts College, 

Gloucestershire

 
‘Our [writing] offers an insight into the 
minds of the creative young people within 
our community. It showcases what we can 
do when someone offers us support, time, 
quality education and the chance to be 
creative, just because ...’ 
Gemma Thorpe

Teacher at Brigshaw High School, 

Yorkshire

‘What a fantastic and valuable experience ... 
Definitely a worthwhile use of our school’s 
Pupil Premium funding.’ 
Assistant Principal

Brigshaw High School, Yorkshire

‘Alizeh has really developed her linguistic skills 

tremendously whilst working with First Story. Her 
range of descriptive vocabulary is most impressive 
and on a number of occasions at the dinner table 
she has been able to retell events in a way that made 
us feel we were living these moments with her. 
She has improved in other subjects as well, and her 
confidence has grown. I do hope that First Story will 
continue to develop and inspire young writers. Thank 
you for your enthusiasm and guidance for Alizeh.’ 
Zahida Kurji 

Student’s Mother 

‘I have always been worried about my daughter 
Batul but seeing her at today’s First Story 
programme event has shown me of the huge 
improvement in confidence of my daughter. This 
programme is so important and what you do must 
happen more. Batul used to not want to try new 
things and meet new people and now she says she 
is free. She is also more conscious and aware about 
her education. Thank you for everything.’ 
Bilal Shah

Student’s Father
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First Story changes lives through writing. 
We believe that creative writing is valuable, 
and we know that many other benefits and 
characteristics flow from it. 

When we measure our impact on young 
people, we focus on how First Story:
•  Enables and enhances creativity, and 

engagement with creativity, as a tool for 
self-expression

•  Inspires confidence and provides the 
skills and agency to assist young people in 
meeting their aspirations

We are also interested in a number of 
other metrics including (but not limited to) 
how First Story’s work:

•  Has an impact on young people’s 
attainment

•  Has an impact on young people’s 
persistence while working

•  Has an impact on the quality of young 
people’s writing and reading

Our work focuses on the whole student 
and measures improvement in writing 
on an individual basis, with the teacher 
assessing whether there has been 
improvement against the start-point. 

First Story does not aim to improve young 
people’s academic attainment, though 
there is evidence to show that this is a 
secondary benefit. Nor do we aim to 
improve young people’s writing within a set 
of prescribed rules.

Our impact
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First Story is committed to bring 
opportunities for creativity to students who 
may not otherwise have had that chance.

First Story works hard to ensure that we 
always go where we are needed most. 
Historically, we have only worked and 
continue to work with students from 
schools that meet the following criteria:

•  More than 50% of the students were 
considered deprived according to the 
Income Deprivation Affecting Children 
Index, and/or

•  GCSE results fell in the lowest third of 
the national distribution

We are working on new weighted 
eligibility criteria to reflect changes in 
our working environment – including the 
introduction of Progress 8 and the new 
GCSE marking system.

First Story works with schools to target the 
student cohort who would benefit most 
from our programme. Students can be 
selected in a number of ways, including:
•  Free School Meals/Pupil Premium
•  Hard-to-reach or at risk of exclusion
•  Low-achieving, slow progress or at risk of 

not reaching expected targets
•  Low-confidence
•  Gifted and Talented students  

(requiring further stimulation to reach 
their full potential.)

Targeting
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Impact case study
Belle Vue Girls’ School, Bradford

The picture September 2015 (starting point)

FS students achieving 3LP or above in English: 19%
FS students forecast to achieve 3LP or above in English: 52%
FS students achieving 3LP or above in English Literature: 19%
FS students forecast to achieve 3LP or above in English Literature: 52%

The picture June 2016 (end point)

FS students achieving 3LP or above in English: 38%
FS students forecast to achieve 3LP or above in English: 86%
FS students achieving 3LP or above in English Literature: 43%
FS students forecast to achieve 3LP or above in English Literature: 76%

The whole of year ten June 2016

Year ten students achieving 3LP or above in English: 26%
Year ten students forecast to achieve 3LP or above in English: 64%
Year ten students achieving 3LP or above in English Literature: 13%
Year ten students forecast to achieve 3LP or above in English Literature: 62%

The First Story group at Belle Vue Girls’ School in Bradford, working with writer-in-residence Emily Diamand, 
demonstrated significantly higher levels of progress in English than the rest of the Year 10 cohort.

First Story Progress Report

September 2015 – June 2016 (9 months)

FS
SEPT  
2015

FS
JUNE  
2016

Y10
JUNE 
2015

FS
SEPT  
2015

FS
JUNE  
2016

Y10
JUNE 
2015

SEPT  
2015

JUNE  
2016

Y10
JUNE 
2015

FS
SEPT  
2015

FS
JUNE  
2016

Y10
JUNE 
2015

FS STUDENTS ACHIEVING  
3LP OR ABOVE  

IN ENGLISH

FS STUDENTS FORECAST  
TO ACHIEVE  3LP OR ABOVE  

IN ENGLISH

FS STUDENTS FORECAST TO 
ACHIEVE 3LP OR ABOVE IN 

ENGLISH LITERATURE

FS STUDENTS ACHIEVING 3LP 
OR ABOVE IN  

ENGLISH LITERATURE

FS = First Story

LP = Levels of Progress

PP = Pupil Premium

FS PP students forecast to achieve 
3LP or above in English: 36%
FS PP students forecast to achieve 
3LP or above in English: 91%
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As part of the three years of funding from ACE, we’ve 
begun several, multi-year evaluation projects in 2015-16. 
The first was a partnership with Frontier Economics, 
running a first-phase project investigating First Story’s 
Social Return on Investment. Their research found that 
our work had become more financially efficient, with a 
reduction in £/per hour spent per student from £21 to 
£16.40 between 2013-14 and 2014-15. 

We also commissioned two other long-term projects, 
the first with CapeUK, researching the pedagogy of our 
writers-in-residence, with a report to be published autumn 
2017. The second was a three-year evaluation of young 
people’s perception of the value of creative writing and 
establishing best practice for creative writing in schools, 
conducted with education and youth development think-
tank, LKMco.

Because of the timing of the grant, we were already 
part-way through a smaller-scale evaluation of ongoing 
residencies with LKMco based on a wide range of 
qualitative and quantitative data. This included analysis of 
work samples and student, teacher and writer surveys to 
assess First Story’s impact on outcomes such as literate 
communication, confidence and extended horizons. 

First Story continues to engage external evaluators to assess 
our impact across the full range of outcomes and activities, 
and in future years we will be working on more intensive 
reviews of our Continuing Professional Development 
provision and events such as National Writing Day. 

Young people’s mental health – increasing comfort 

and resilience

• Young people exhibit increased mental resilience as a 
result of First Story.

• 92% of writers and 93% of teachers believe that students 
are better able to describe their thoughts and feelings.

• 93% of writers and 79% of teachers believe that 
students are better able to accept their thoughts  
and feelings.

Young people’s confidence – meeting creative urges 

to boost sense of self-worth

• Young people exhibit increased confidence as a result of 
First Story.

• 100% of writers and 79% of teachers believe that their 
students have become more confident as a result of 
participating in First Story programmes.

Young people’s persistence – building the life skills  

to tackle challenges

• Young people are better able to persist with creative 
work as a result of First Story.

• 82% of teachers report that when students are being 
creative, they are more likely to keep going until they 
are happy with their work.

Wider research 
outcomes in 2015-16
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Young people’s aspirations – reducing the  

ambition gap

• Young people believe that they have more options in life 
since they have participated in a First Story programme.

• 68% of writers and 79% of teachers agree that First 
Story students are more likely to believe that they have 
a lot of options in life.

• 88% of writers and 96% of teachers believe that since 
participating in a First Story programme, their students’ 
aspirations have been raised.

Improving young people’s reading and writing – 

helping self-expression

• Young people’s writing improves as a result of  
First Story.

• 100% of teachers and writers believe that their students’ 
writing has improved as a result of participating in a First 
Story programme.

• 84% of writers and 92% of teachers agree that the 
majority of students’ reading has improved as a result of 
participating in a First Story programme.

Supporting the wider literary community and 

teachers’ practices – empowering writers to work  

in their community

• First Story been a source of creative ideas and energy for 
our writers’ work and has improved teachers’ skills  
as educators. 

• 84% of writers agreed that First Story had been a source of 
creative ideas for their own work and 92% of writers believe 
that First Story has improved their skills as an educator.

• 100% of teachers surveyed report that First Story is a 
source of inspiration, motivation and creative ideas for 
their own teaching practices. 

LKMCo’s research also found that:

• Students used more representation and demonstrated 
greater originality in their creative writing at the end  
of First Story, and survey data suggested that this  
was due to the programme’s positive impact on 
students’ creativity.

• Improved writing skills and increased confidence were 
the most common ways that pupils felt First Story had 
impacted on their development as writers.
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First Story employs the full-time equivalent of nine people.  
The chart below details how they spend their time:

In 2015-16, volunteers donated a total of 2,195 hours of their 
time to help us across a range of events including meetings, 
workshops and festivals. Volunteers have a significant impact on 
our ability to operate aspects of our charitable work effectively.

Total expenditure: £633,532

Detailed breakdown

Financials
First Story received income in the year 2015-16 totalling 
£658,701 towards our programmes in schools.  
The funding breakdown is as follows:

Accounts 

Total income: £658,701

Donations and legacies : £503,553 
(£323,553 and £180,000 in restricted funding)
Charitable : £151,909
Other activity : £2,561
Investment : £678

FIRST STORY
INCOME
£658 ,701

2015 -2016

84% Charitable activity* - £531,637
12% Raising funds - £77,830
3% Administration including governance** - £24,065

TOTAL
EXPENDITURE

£633,532
2015 -2016

F IRST STORY
TIME SPENT

2015 -2016

DETAILED 
BREAKDOWN

£658 ,701 
2015 -2016

48.20% Individual donations, trusts and foundation grants 
(including major donors and partnerships) - £317,510 
0.92% Corporates - £6,043
27.33% Statutory funding - £180,000
0.39 % Fundraising events - £2,561
22.01% Fees from workshops and programmes - £145,002
1.05% Sales and publications - £6,907
0.10% Bank interest - £678

**(Governance Auditors’ remuneration; Accountancy and 
payroll costs; Legal and professional; Consultancy; Re-allocated 
support costs; Miscellaneous expenses)

Charitable (Programme): 76% 
Fundraising: 20% 
Administration including governance: 4%  
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Collaborations 
Working with national and regional partners is a 
fundamental aspect of First Story’s work. It enables us 
to expand our reach and impact, to benefit from the 
expertise of other organisations and to signpost and 
celebrate their work. 

Cheltenham Festivals 

This was the second year of our flagship partnership 
with Cheltenham Festivals to run three residencies in 
the Gloucestershire area. Students performed in a public 
event as part of the Cheltenham Literature Festival, and 
we commissioned University of Gloucestershire students 
to design their anthologies. 

Oxford University Press

Leading academic publisher OUP provided invaluable 
support with their design of beautiful covers for nine First 
Story anthologies by our Oxford and East Midlands schools.

Teach First 

First Story secured a three-year Innovation Partnership 
with Teach First in 2015-16. This gives us access to the 
invaluable support and expertise offered by Teach First 
to charities and social enterprises aimed at addressing 

educational inequality. Through this partnership, we work 
with Teach First schools, deepen our impact through 
participation in Teach First’s Impact Measurement group, 
and benefit from training and leadership residentials. A 
First Story writer also trained six Teach First Ambassadors 
to deliver CPD training to all Teach First participants.

Fair Education Alliance

First Story is proud to be a member of the Fair Education 
Alliance, a coalition of organisations across the education, 
charity and business sectors dedicated to tackling 
educational inequality. We have participated in public 
panel discussions to raise awareness of this problem  
and First Story sits on a working group dedicated 
specifically to ensuring that young people develop key 
strengths, including character, wellbeing, mental health  
and aspiration.

Give A Book 

Our ongoing collaboration with the charity Give A Book 
makes it possible to give each First Story student a free book. 
Give A Book also provides books for our First Story Young 
Writers’ Festival, enabling us to distribute over 1,313 books 
to students from low-income communities in 2015-16.
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The Royal Society of Literature 

The Royal Society of Literature outreach programme 
places illustrious RSL Fellows into First Story schools to 
give talks and run Q&A sessions with a much wider group 
than is able to attend our regular weekly programmes. 
This year’s Fellows visiting First Story schools included 
Michael Frayn, Tom Stoppard, Jamila Gavin, Kate Clanchy 
and Romesh Gunesekera.

Penguin Random House & Vintage 

Penguin Random House continues to give support to 
First Story. They assembled a team to shortlist this year’s 
National Writing Competition and, through their Vintage 
Publishing imprint, judged and awarded prizes for the First 
Story 100-Word Postcard Competition. Other individual 
members of staff have advised on an ad hoc basis and 
contributed greatly to our external communications.

Stories on the Trams

In partnership with Nottingham Express Transit (NET), 
First Story students took part in a workshop with writer 
Billy Ivory aboard the tram named after him. This kicked 
off an on-going project to showcase our young writers’ 
work across the city’s tram network.

Bradford Literature Festival

Our inaugural partnership with Bradford Literature Festival 
saw 11 workshops and talks delivered in First Story schools in 
Bradford, from writers including John Hegley and Imtiaz Dharker, 
and dancer Akram Khan.

Literary Leicester Festival

The University of Leicester invited First Story students from 
across the city to take part in workshops and to perform at the 
Literary Leicester Festival alongside acclaimed local writers in a 
showcase at the Attenborough Arts Centre.

Letters Live

First Story was again one of the official partners of Letters Live, 
a series of live literature events compered this year by Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Louise Brealey.
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Schools and writers
Schools and writers 
East Midlands: Year-long programme

Babington Community Technology College 
Farnborough Academy
Lincoln Castle Academy
Nottingham Academy - Greenwood Road
Nottingham Academy - Ransom Road 
Nottingham University Samworth Academy
The Nottingham Emmanuel School
Queen Elizabeth’s Academy

Anthony Cartwright
Ross Raisin
Kate Kingsley
Kayo Chingonyi
Adam Kammerling
David Reynolds
Francesca Beard
Juno Dawson
Jasmine Cooray
Roland Chambers
Alan Buckley
Caroline Bird
Peter Hobbs

Shauna O’Briain
Josh Lacey
Ross Raisin
Anthony Anaxagorou
Michelle Madsen
Leo Benedictus
Edward Platt
Bobby Nayyar
Roland Chambers
Steven Camden
Anthony Cartwright

Francesca Beard
Caroline Bird
Juno Dawson
Ross Raisin

Jane Bailey
Cliff Yates
Alicia Stubbersfield

Nick Toczek
Emily Diamand 
Andy Craven-Griffiths
Rachel Connor
Mark Illis
Kate Fox
Donavan Christopher

Simon ‘Sai’ Murray 
Sarah J Bradley 
Nik Perring

Owen Craven-Griffiths 
Anthony Cropper
Steve Cawte
Jim Hall
Paula Rawsthorne
Kevin Fegan
Matt Black
Andy Graves

London & Oxford: Year-long programme

Abbey Manor College 
Berkeley Primary School
Fulham Cross Girls’ School
George Green’s School
Highgate Wood School
King Solomon’s Academy
Saint Gabriel’s College
Skinners Academy
St Martin-in-the-Fields School for Girls
The Bridge AP Academy
The Oxford Academy
Wapping High School
Wembley High Technology College
Term-long programme

Acland Burghley School
Burlington Danes Academy
Cranford Community College
Forest Gate Community School
Heartlands School
Holland Park School
Islington Arts and Media School
Loxford School of Science and Technology
Pimlico Academy
St Augustine’s School
Willowfield School
Week-long programme

Drayton Manor High School
Hackney New School
Reach Academy
Woodside High School

Gloucestershire - Cheltenham Festivals partnership: 

Year-long programme 

All Saints’ Academy
Millbrook Academy
Pittville School

West Yorkshire: Year-long programme 

Appleton Academy
Belle Vue Girls’ School
Brigshaw High School
Dixons Allerton Academy 
Dixons Trinity Academy
Feversham College
Grange Technology College
Term-long programme

Leeds City Academy 
Leeds East Academy
Leeds West Academy

Writer Achievements Since 2008 

In 2015-16, First Story established 49 residencies in state 
schools around the country. The writers who work in 
each of these schools are all acclaimed, published authors. 

Awards and prizes, winners

Aldeburgh First Collection Prize
Amnesty International UK Media Award
Artificum Short Story Prize
Arts Council England Writer’s Award
Bath Short Story Award
BBC National Short Story Award
BBC Radio 4 ‘Opening Lines’ Competition
Betty Trask Award
Commonwealth Literary Prize
Costa First Novel Award
Dolman Travel Prize
Eric Gregory Award
Forward Poetry Prize
Foyle Young Poets Award
Geoffrey Dearmer Prize
Granta’s 20 Most Promising Young British Novelists Under 40 
Hawthornden Prize
Royal Society of Literature Jerwood Award
Ruth Hadden Memorial Award 
Salt Short Story Prize
Somerset Maugham Award
Sunday Times Young Writer of the Year Award 
Yeovil Literary Prize
 
Awards and prizes, shortlisted

Booker Prize
Branford Boase Award
Brunel University African Poetry Prize
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best Novel
Dylan Thomas Poetry Prize
Forward Prize for Best First Collection
Guardian First Book Award
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award
John Llewellyn Rhys Prize
Ondaatje Prize
Picador Poetry Prize
Roald Dahl Funny Prize
The Sir Walter Scott Prize
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize
Whitbread Prize for Young Writers

Residencies and fellowships 

Arvon
BBC Performing Arts Fellowship
California State University
Cheltenham Literature Festival
Glastonbury Festival
Poetry Café
Somerset House
The American School in London
The Cultural Olympiad
The Great North Run
The Royal Literary Fund 
The Royal Society of Arts
The Royal Society of Literature 
The University of Mumbai24



Statutory Bodies

Arts Council England
Big Lottery Fund

Trusts & Foundations 

Aldgate and Allhallows Foundation
The Bouttell Bequest
Danego Charitable Trust
D’Oyly Carte Charitable Trust
Dulverton Trust
Robert Gavron Charitable Trust
The Girdlers’ Company Charitable Trust
Goldman Sachs Gives
Lake House Charitable Foundation
Liz and Terry Bramall Foundation
Montblanc Cultural Foundation
Old Possum’s Practical Trust
Open Gate Trust
Salesforce Foundation
Sands Family Trust
Santander Foundation
Sigrid Rausing Trust
Staples Trust
Thomas Farr Charity
Wates Foundation

Individuals 

Jane and Peter Aitken
Beth and Michele Colocci
Cathy and Richard Dobbs
Amy Gadney and Tim Bevan

Andrea Minton Beddoes and Simon Gray
Laurel and John Rafter
Richard Reed
Betsy Tobin and Peter Sands
Robin and Liselotte Vince

Our group of regular donors
And all those donors who have chosen to 
remain anonymous

Corporates 

Brunswick
Frontier Economics
Gateley LLP
Hodder Education
Populus
SAGE Publications
TD Securities 

Partners 

Arvon 
Avon DataSet
Bishop Grosseteste University 
Bradford Literature Festival
Bromley House Library
CapeUK
Cheltenham Festivals
Courtauld Gallery 
Fair Education Alliance
Give A Book
Hull UK City of Culture 2017

Supporters
Ilkley Literature Festival
Impressions Gallery Bradford
Index on Censorship
Letters Live
Lincoln Book Festival 
Literature Works
London Book Fair
The Mighty Creatives
Nottingham Express Transit
Oxford University Press
Paradigm Arts
Penguin Random House 
Psycle Interactive
Real Ideas Organisation 
Royal Society of Literature
Teach First 
University College London 
University of Huddersfield 
University of Leicester 
University of Oxford 
University of Nottingham 
Wilson Gallery Cheltenham
Writing East Midlands

Volunteers donated a total of 2,195 hours of 
their time to help us across a range of events 
including meetings, workshops and festivals.
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Governance and 
management 
Patron

HRH The Duchess of Cornwall

Trustees 2015-16

Edward James Baden-Powell, Chair (from June 2016)
James Victor Waldegrave, Treasurer
Andrea Minton Beddoes (Chair until May 2016)
Anne Elizabeth Pryor Colocci 
Charlotte Mary Hogg
Mary Elizabeth Tobin 
Mayowa Sofekun
Sophie Harrison
Susan Margaret Horner
Mr Robert J Waterloo Ind (resigned 09.09.2015)

Advisory Boards

First Story has a National Advisory Board and Regional 
Advisory Panels that provides advice on relevant fields 
and helps the charity make connections. 

North Regional Advisory Panel

Tim Appelbee
Syima Aslam  
Melvin Burgess
Simon Crump
Kevin Duffy
Dianne Excell
Christina Longden
Irna Qureshi
 
East Midlands Regional Advisory Panel

Dr Sue Dymoke
Josephine Guy
Jim Hall
Jon McGregor
Catherine Rogers
Jill Tomasin

Lincolnshire Friends of First Story

Rie Day
Kristin Sutton Nelthorpe 
Jill Hughes
Caroline Kenyon
Dr Claudia Capancioni

Events Committee

Laurel Rafter, Chair
Simone Brych-Nourry
Anne Elizabeth Pryor Colocci
Alison Seaton
Caroline Waldegrave
Valeria Vescina Warszewski

First Story staff 

The day-to-day operations of First Story are delegated 
to Mónica Parle as Executive Director. 13 other 
members of staff join her. As a number of these roles 
are part-time, our full time capacity is nine members 
of staff.

27



Changing lives through writing

First Story Limited 
39-41 North Road 
London N7 9DP 

Company registered in England no: 6487410 
Registered charity no: 1122939

Tel: 020 7481 7777
Email: info@firststory.org.uk 


